Duplex Doppler sonography of small (<3 cm diameter) liver tumours: intralesional arterial flow does not exclude cavernous haemangioma.
In small liver lesions (<3 cm diameter), detection of internal arterial flow with duplex Doppler sonography is thought to virtually exclude the diagnosis of cavernous haemangioma. We retrospectively reviewed 114 consecutive small lesions confirmed or suspected to be haemangiomas. Doppler sonography revealed intralesional arterial flow in four lesions for which correlative imaging studies were diagnostic of haemangioma, and for which stability was documented with follow-up sonography. We conclude that intralesional arterial flow should not be interpreted as conclusive evidence that a small liver lesion is not a haemangioma. If the presence of arterial flow within a small liver lesion prompts concern that the lesion is not a haemangioma, our findings suggest that a correlative imaging study should be considered before percutaneous biopsy is performed.